
It was Dexter’s last 
day of primary school, 
but instead of feeling 
excited, his stomach 
was twisted in knots.

Inside the Design and Technology Workshop

All the students kept 
talking about what 
secondary school 

would be like. 

Dexter had heard how 
different things would be  
– new buildings, new rules 
and lots of new children! 

He’d heard the D&T workshops were 
filled with loud, dangerous-looking 

machinery that he’d never seen before.

 . . . a blur of motion zipped right in front of Dexter, nearly knocking him over! 
Two small robot figures had seemingly appeared out of nowhere . . .
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I’m Turbo, the  
technology expert!

 Woah, this workshop is nothing like  
the art room back in primary school . . .  
it smells different and there are stools 

instead of  desks and chairs.  
And it’s SO noisy!

Wow This place is 
awesome, isn’t it? 

 So many cool ma
chines to use!

Now hold on there, 
Turbo. We must focus 

on safety first, before 
using any machinery.

Safety? But those 
machines look...scary. 
Especially that big one 

with the whizzing 
blade!

You’re referring to 
the band saw. That’s a 
dangerous tool only for 
the teacher’s use. But 

there are plenty of other 
machines that are safe 
for you to use, when you 

know how.

Time to make 
some noise! 

Wow, that’s 
really loud!

Ooh, let me 
try the laser 
cutter!  This 

looks fun!

It’s a bit smelly! 
Is it catching fire?

No, not at all, 
Dexter, that’s just 

the laser using 
heat to cut the 

materials.

And then we can 
cut all sorts of 

shapes!

Not so fast. You’ll 
need training 

before operating 
that laser cutter. 

It can be very 
hazardous without 

precautions.

It’s a bit 
overwhelming.

Oh, that’s
much better! 

Remember,
we need to use tools 

properly. Hammering should 
be controlled and  

purposeful.

 That’s right, Auto. Hammering 
can be noisy, but it’s a normal 
part of many projects. Dexter, 
are you feeling uncomfortable 

with the noise?

That’s okay. We have ear 
defenders available for 
anyone who wants them. 
They’ll reduce the noise 

and help you focus 
better.

Remember, it’s 
always okay to 

ask for tools that 
help you work more 

comfortably  and 
safely.

And I’m Auto, the safety 
assistant. We’re here to help 
you learn all about your new 

secondary school workshops, 
Dexter. There’s no need  

to worry...

All through the summer holidays, 
Dexter wondered  if he was ready for 

such an intense new environment.

But on the first day at 
secondary school...
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Listen up, class! Today we’ll go over safety 
rules and machine basics. First, always 

wear aprons and goggles like these when 
working and tie any long hair back.

Good catch, Auto. The 
extraction is a key 

safety step. Who wants 
to know about the 
sewing machines?

Yeah! We’ll learn all the 
safety tips and then bring 
our ideas to life with these 

marvellous machines!

Exactly. One step at a 
time, and safety always 

comes first. I have a 
feeling you’re going to do 

great here, Dexter.

Um, I think you have 
to be really careful 
because the needle
moves REALLY fast!

Exactly, Dexter. Always 
go SLOWLY and keep your 
fingers a safe distance 
away from the needle.

Now, who can tell me the 
proper way to use the pillar 

drill over here?

Correct, Auto. 
Nice attention 
to detail and 
safety there.

This tiny saw looks 
harmless! I’ll have a 

go at cutting some fun 
shapes out!

Not without setting up the 
extraction system first, Turbo! 
That stops sawdust going into 

your eyes or lungs.

You know, this workshop seemed crazy 
intimidating at first. But now I see there 
are just a lot of precautions in place to 

use everything properly. I think I’m gonna 
like this class!

Not so fast! The pillar drill 
requires you clamp down your 

work material first. Only 
then can you slowly lower the 

spinning drill into it.

Ooh ooh, I know! 
You just grab...
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As they continued exploring the workshop, Turbo was eager  
 to rush in but Auto always reinforced the safety steps, which 

 made Dexter feel much better.

By the end of the workshop tour, Dexter felt  much more at ease.

The calm reminders about safety protocols reassured him  
that precautions were in place to keep everyone protected  
and he understood there were teachers, technicians, safety 

gear, and clear rules that would guide him through using  
each new tool properly.

Dexter couldn’t wait to start his first 
design and technology class.

With Turbo’s passion Auto’s 
wisdom, Dexter knew he was 

prepared for the exciting journey 
ahead . . . he was ready! 
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