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I am a reception teacher and have been teaching
for 10 years in both Early Years and Key Stage 1.
I have been Design and Technology lead for three
years and was very eager to read this book as my
first thought was how it looked suitable for my
reception class and I had been looking at other
ways to implement D&T into Early Years.

My Mummy
Is an Engineer

By Kerrine Bryan and Jason Bryan

Reviewed by Kimberley Mount, Beaumont Primary Academy

Kerrine Bryan

I feel this book would be suitable for both
Early Years and KS1 but the concepts in
the story would even educate KS2 children
too. One aspect I liked is that it rhymes
throughout so it links into other areas of
learning such as literacy and phonics. There
are references to other subjects in the
story too, like Science and Maths, which

I feel can be incorporated well into D&T
projects in school. It also covers working in
a team to problem solve which is always a
skill T love to teach.

The main character in the story is the
‘mummy’ who works really hard as an
engineer and I found the story quite
empowering and inspiring to younger
children to follow their dreams regardless
of their circumstances. I love how the
story covers a whole range of areas to
engineering and some of the designs she
is involved in are incredible and are very
inclusive. The book is very child friendly
and goes through the process of D&T in
a very clever way, especially for younger
children to help them to understand the
different strands of the subject.

Whilst reading the book, you can see the
children’'s minds thinking and their creative
imaginations have been amazing during
class discussions. The first time I read the

story, the children came up ideas of what
they could design, and they pretended to be
engineers in our workshop area where they
designed and made all kinds of fascinating
products inspired by the story. One child
designed and created a rocket using junk
modelling and creative resources; another
went into our maths area and got to work
on some engineering maths tasks; another
group of children spent some time solving
problems and working together as a team,
making some really tough decisions but
coming to a solution.

We have since designed and created
aeroplanes, boats and hot air balloons

as well as used our hard hats in the
construction area to design and build
structures using different resources. I have
seen some wonderful D&T happening in my
classroom from this story as well as giving
me ideas to put even more open-ended
resources into my provision to facilitate the
children's ideas.

This book has been one of my classes
favourite so far this year and T am eager to
pass it on to other year groups to see if it
inspires them just as much as us!
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THE WAZER BRINGS WATERJET
CUTTING TO THE CLASSROOM

The world’s first Desktop Waterjet Cutter, the Wazer is an ideal and affordable
addition to any classroom or workshop

WAZER

e Compact and fully-enclosed

¢ Clean, safe and easy to operate

* Able to cut any hard or soft material with digital precision
* Available as a desktop unit, or complete with its own stand

With its waterjet technology, the Wazer has key advantages over conventional
cutting methods and can cut any material: steel, titanium, aluminium, glass, stone,
tiles, carbon fibre

The high-velocity jet uses a combination of
high-pressure water and sand-like abrasive
particles to cut through the work piece,
creating high-quality, intricate cuts and
giving a professional finish

e Achieves intricate detail

» Requires no ventilation

¢ Results in a smooth surface finish
* No heat-induced material warping

For more information, contact Denford, the exclusive UK Educational Distributor:

email: sales@denford.co.uk or call 01484 728000

(T IT'DENFORD’ denford.co.uk
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HPC Laoser A
¥ Make it safe

D&T activities in primary schools are, for the most part,
safe - and great fun! A few simple precautions will enable
teachers to work with confidence and provide a rich
experience for children.

The UK’s leading supplier of laser cutting and
engraving machines and CNC routers into education

CE certified and compliant with
UK safety standards

Established 2005, over 5,000
machines supplied

=3 Member Price: £8.00
=3 Non-members: £16.00

Delivered, installed and
serviced by our own engineers

Lifetime access to UK technical
support desk

12 month ONSITE warranty
on our PRO range, extendable
to 3 years

Supplied complete with
software, water cooling and
fume extraction

Finance and lease options
available

Onsite training provided
3D Printer
with our
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HPC Laser Ltd.
Castle Mills, Saddleworth
Road, Halifax, HX5 ORY

T: 01422 310800
E: sales@hpclaser.co.uk
W: www.hpclaser.co.uk





